
 

Logan Municipal Council  Logan, Utah                        June 3, 2008 
  

Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 
session on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council 
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, Chairman Tami W. Pyfer conducting. 

  
Council members present:  Tami W. Pyfer, Laraine Swenson, Herm Olsen, 

Stephen C. Thompson and Jay A. Monson.  Administration present:  Mayor Randy 
Watts, City Attorney Kymber Housley and Recorder Lois Price.   

 
OPENING CEREMONY.   Councilmember Stephen C. Thompson gave a 

thought about the Constitution of the United States and led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
  Chairman Pyfer welcomed those present.  There were about twenty citizens in the 
audience at the beginning of the meeting.   
 
 Meeting Minutes.   Minutes of the meetings of May 13, May 20, and May 21, 
2008 were approved with minor corrections.  Minutes of the RDA meeting of May 20, 
2008 were approved. 
 
 Meeting Agenda.  Chairman Pyfer moved the discussion on Logan River “Wild 
and Scenic” designation to Council Business to accommodate Forest Service 
representatives who were in attendance.  The agenda was approved with that change.  
Chairman Pyfer announced public comment would be accepted later in the meeting on 
budget adjustments and a Land Development Code amendment on Economic 
Development District uses.  
 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.   
 
 DENNIS SHAW.  Dennis Shaw of Cache Auto Booting Service, requested a fee 
structure change for vehicle booting.  He said a fee increase was needed due to increasing 
costs, including fuel.  Chairman Pyfer said the information would be given to the 
administration for review and brought forward on a future workshop agenda. 
  
MAYOR/STAFF REPORTS.   There were no reports. 

 

 COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

 

 Meeting Schedule.  Councilmember Pyfer announced that regular council 
meetings were held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m.  The next 
regular meeting is June 17, 2008.  
 
 Young Electric Sign Company Tour.  Councilmember Thompson suggested a 
tour of the YESCO plan to learn first hand about electronic signs and reader boards.  
Councilmembers agreed to travel individually and meet at the YESCO plant, 1700 North 
1000 West, on June 17 at 4:30 p.m.  Thompson said he would coordinate with YESCO 



 

on the date and time.   Attorney Housley said this fact finding meeting would not require 
public notice and open invitation to the public. 
 
 ALLIANCE FOR THE VARIED ARTS (AVA) FUNDING.  Councilmember 
Thompson asked about the status of AVA’s request for $5,000 line item in the F/Y 2008-
09 budget.  Finance Director Richard Anderson suggested appropriating $5,000 from the 
$20,000 cultural arts grant funds and earmarking the amount to AVA for a total of three 
fiscal years.  Some Councilmembers were uncomfortable reducing the arts grant funding.  
AVA was unique, Councilmember Monson said because promises had been made about 
receiving free rent when the organization moved from the old Whittier School to the city-
owned Thatcher Mansion.  Chairman Pyfer said discussion could continue during the 
budget portion of the June 17 meeting. 
 
 BUDGET WRAP-UP.  Chairman Pyfer asked if there was a need to hold a 
budget wrap-up meeting.  There was consensus that Council questions or concerns about 
the budget could be discussed individually with the Finance Director prior to the June 17 
budget hearing. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Budget Transfers F/Y 2008-09.  Comment on proposed 

transfers from Enterprise Funds (Water & Sewer Fund $696,059; Electric Fund 

$2,880,751; Environmental Fund $818,392; Sewer Treatment Fund $291,396) to the 

General Fund in the Fiscal Year 2008-09 budget. 

 
 Finance Director Richard Anderson reported that the transfer percentage for each 
fund was 8%, “an appropriate return on investment” that helped keep property tax at a 
lower rate.  He said current property tax revenue totaled $1.5 million, while the transfers 
to general government from the utility funds totaled $3 million.  Mr. Anderson said 
transfers were an appropriate way to fund general government.  He pointed out the 
transfer amounts were based on budget totals, not actual expenditures.  This public 
hearing is required by state law. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer opened the meeting to public comment.  There was no comment, 
and the hearing was closed. 
 
 Councilmember Thompson said our electric rates were higher than our 
competition, and we should strive to keep rates low.  Councilmember Swenson responded 
our rates were competitive, and there was a good possibility that Rocky Mountain 
Power’s rate structure would soon be adjusted.  Mayor Watts said the excellent service 
and reliability of our municipal power system must be taken into consideration when 
rates are compared. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING to receive input from the public with respect to (i) the issuance 

of Water, Sewer and Solid Waste Revenue Bonds, Series 2008 Bonds in the 

aggregate principal amount of not more than $11,000,000 and (ii) the potential 

economic impact that the improvement, facility or property for which such bonds 

pay all or part of the cost will have on the private sector. 
 



 

 Dustin Matsumori of George K. Baum, the city’s financial advisors, explained 
this hearing was a new requirement of state statute to allow for comment on bonds to be 
issued and to hear any comment on potential economic impacts of the project.  Mr. 
Matsumori explained no official action would be required at the close of the hearing.  He 
reported that the successful revenue bond bid had been submitted by Morgan Chase Bank 
at 4.035% interest, a very good rate.    
 
 Councilmember Thompson asked Finance Director Richard Anderson if a rate 
increase was associated with the bond issuance.  Mr. Anderson explained a sewer rate 
increase was proposed.  He said with this bond, the city would have $18 million debt 
outstanding in the $8 million sewer fund, but the Dewitt Springs project was imperative 
to protect the city’s main water source. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer opened the meeting to public comment.  There was none and the 
hearing was closed. 
 

“WILD AND SCENIC RIVER” DESIGNATION. 
 

 Jennifer Parker of the Logan Ranger District confirmed that the comment period 
on the Draft EIS for the Wild and Scenic River Study had closed but  that the Council’s 
comments on Logan River would be accepted and considered.  She introduced Lisa Perez 
of the Logan Ranger District. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer said there were concerns about  impacts of a federal designation 
on the city’s interests at the hydro plant and water.  She proposed that a letter be 
substituted for the proposed resolution that expressed both the Council’s support and 
concerns.  
 
 Councilmember Olsen said the Logan River is “a gem. . .a marvelous resource” 
that needed to be protected.  He was also “anxious to preserve our opportunity to expand 
hydroelectricity on the river.”  Olsen said there are concerns voiced by some about 
negative impacts on water sources and dams.  He said the Forest Service was considering 
various classifications along segments of the river, and he did not believe the designation 
would negatively affect current culinary water projects (i.e. Dewitt Springs) or hydro 
power facilities. 
 
 Jennifer Parker said the Forest Service Supervisor would like to know the city’s 
position and concerns, and the form, whether resolution or letter, was unimportant. 
 
 Councilmember Pyfer supported writing a letter of support so that concerns and 
reservations could be fully outlined. 
 
 Mayor Watts said staff had discussed the subject in Executive Committee 
meeting.  His concern was that the impacts and restrictions of this federal designation 
were not fully known and understood. 
 



 

 ACTION.  Councilmember Swenson moved that Councilmember Olsen write a 
letter in support of Wild and Scenic designation for the Logan River system, to be 
reviewed and signed by all councilmembers. 
 
 Councilmember Thompson said he personally supported the proposal but was not 
sure that the Council should speak as a body on the issue.  Councilmember Swenson said 
the issue was critical enough that the Council should speak to it.   
 
 Jennifer Parker said there had been many specific comments about the Logan 
River system designation, and Forest Service Supervisor would consider all comments.  
She said particular attention was paid to comments of local governments. 
  
 Councilmember Swenson’s motion was seconded by Councilmember Monson 
that Councilmember Olsen draft a letter of support for review and signature of 
Councilmembers within the next two weeks.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 
 

   PUBLIC HEARING.  Budget Adjustments F/Y 2007-08 appropriating:  $54,000 for 

Fire Dept Grant; $44,638 reimbursement for snow removal at airport; $11,000 for 

library architectural fees; $12,000 for payment from CCEMS for ambulance fuel 

costs – 08-31. 

 
 Finance Director Richard Anderson reviewed the proposed adjustments to the 
budget.  Councilmember Swenson could not support the airport snow removal 
reimbursement if it meant Logan City was paying the entire bill.    Attorney Housley said 
the County and City split the charge.  The city had taken over the snow removal job when 
the private sector dropped out. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer opened the public hearing.  There was no comment, and the 
hearing was closed. 
 
 ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember 
Monson to approve Res. 08-31, Budget Adjustments, as proposed.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTERS/READER BOARDS:  Consideration of an 

ordinance extending a temporary zoning regulation prohibiting development and 

installation of electronic message centers/reader board signs for an additional thirty 

days – 08-34. 

 
 ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember 
Swenson to adopt Ord.  08-34, Electric Message Centers/Reader Board Signs,” as 
presented, extending the moratorium. 
 
 Chairman Pyfer said proposed changes to the ordinance  would be reviewed at the 
June 17 Council meeting.  A public hearing to consider adoption was set for July 1.  



 

Attorney Housley said publishing a notice of hearing would be required for the new 
public hearing date.  
 
 Vote on the motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING.  Land Development Code 17.17.020 Economic Development 

Districts.  Steven J. Thunell, applicant proposes a text amendment to the Logan 

Land Development Code, Table 17.17.020: Primary Uses Allowed in Economic 

Development Districts.  The proposed change would permit: (1) Contractor’s offices 

with attached warehouse space for storage of equipment and supplies; (2) 

Contractor supply store with indoor storage; and (3) Retail outlet for sales of items 

that may need limited assembly in attached enclosed warehouse space, within the 

Commercial Entry (CE) zoning district – 08-35 

  

 Chairman Pyfer explained staff and Planning Commission recommended denial 
of the Land Development Code changes proposed in Ord. 08-35.   She opened the 
meeting to a public hearing.  There was no comment, and the hearing was closed. 
  
 ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember 
Monson to deny Ord. 08-35, “Primary Uses Allowed in Economic Development 
Districts—Contractor” based on the findings contained in the staff report to the Planning 
Commission.  Motion carried unanimously. 
   Staff Report Findings: 

1. The proposed text amendment supports development that is inconsistent with the General Plan. 

2. The types of developments supported by the request reflect projects that are currently overbuilt and under 
occupied or vacant In Logan to date. 

3. Utah state law authorizes local planning commissions to recommend ordinance changes to the legislative body 
(Municipal Council) that are consistent with the role of the Planning Commission. 

4. The proposed change to the Land Development Code.  

5. The proposed changes to the Land Development Code do not enable the Planning Department to fulfill its 
obligations and make land use decisions that are consistent with the General Plan and the Land Development 
Code.  

6. No permitted businesses are negatively impacted by this recommendation of denial. 

7. No applications have been received, to date, that would be negatively affected by this recommendation of 
denial.  

WORKSHOP ITEMS 

 TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN.  Grey Turner of Wilbur Smith, 
reviewed a Transportation Masterplan with the Council.  He explained the purpose of the 
plan was to provide a comprehensive resource that addressed all modes of transportation 
for Logan through 2030.  Public involvement and comment had been solicited in the form 
of citizen surveys, open houses and meetings before the city council.   

Mr. Turner talked about the importance of bicycle and pedestrian safety by 
establishing pedestrian design guidelines, improving locations of high pedestrian activity, 
promoting bicycle parking, and implementing proposed bicycle routes.  Coordination of 
bicycle, pedestrian and transit was also an important planning issue.  Mr. Turner 
mentioned there were 74 miles of unconnected sidewalk in Logan on both developed and 
undeveloped lots. 



 

 Mr. Turner said it was well known that Main Street was Logan’s biggest 
transportation problem.   Master plan options to alleviate the Main Street traffic problem 
were summarized and discussed.  This included the proposal of one-way couplets to 
move traffic off Main in central downtown district. 

 Councilmember Thompson wished a point of origin study could be completed.  
He said the ideas to deal with Main Street traffic were good but were based on 
conjecture. 

 Mark Nielsen said the purpose of the master plan presentation was to obtain 
Council input and determine if there were options the Council would like staff to pursue.  
He said each of the Main Street options were problematic.   

 Councilmember Thompson asked if it could be the right time to ask the Utah 
Department of Transportation about taking back a portion of Main Street. 

 Councilmember Swenson liked the idea of two one-way couplets (100-200 East 
and 100-200 West) on each side of Main Street.   

 Mr. Turner said the master plan document had been available for public 
inspection and comment in the library and on the city’s website for thirty days. 

 Mark Nielsen recommended further study on the downtown option of “couplets” 
because it seemed to be an good alternative to alleviate Main Street traffic congestion.  
He said within the next five years, decisions should be made. 

 Councilmember Thompson reiterated that a destination study should be 
completed if it was not too expensive, and UDOT should be approached about future 
plans for Logan’s Main Street.  “Not many communities have a state highway going 
through town. . . .We should ask,” he said. 

 Councilmember Swenson asked Mr. Grey if specific recommendations would be 
provided to the Council.  Mr. Grey said that would be a separate study. 

 Mark Nielsen recommended that a specific study be done to look at Main Street 
traffic and impacts of one-way couplets.   The Council asked that the recommendation be 
added to the master plan document. 

 Councilmember Monson expressed frustration about continuing to study Logan’s 
transportation problems.  He said as studies and talk continued, construction costs 
increased.  He asked why something was not tried to alleviate the traffic situation. 

 Mark Nielsen said the final Transportation Master Plan would be brought to the 
Council for adoption in July.  Chairman Pyfer asked that the Council to direct questions 
about the plan to Mr. Nielsen. 

 

WATER SERVICE CONNECTION FEES. 

 Public Works Director Mark Nielsen distributed a resolution for consideration 
proposing increases to water service connection fees.  Fees were last revised in 2004.  
There was discussion about the large increases for undeveloped water service 
connections.  The costs, Mr. Nielsen said, had gone up drastically in the past four years.   



 

 One addition was the fees were charged for various services, similar to Light & 
Power.  Mr. Nielsen said customers had not previously been charged for these services. 

 Councilmember Thompson said this was an economic disincentive  because some 
of the meter service fees were targeted at those who could least afford to pay, i.e. 
delinquent notices, after hours reconnect, and meter testing. Councilmember Thompson’s 
opinion was that the city should provide meter testing as a service to customers.  He did 
not think some of the new fees should be charged at all. 

 Linda Holland, Meter Reader Supervisor, explained meter testing was did not 
happen often, but meter repair and replacement was the one charge she would like to see 
implemented because of damage done to meters by contractors.  She said the department 
wanted to be able to have the option to charge this fee, if necessary. 

 Councilmember Monson asked why the service connection fees had increased so 
drastically.  Staff explained it was because there had been no increases in the past four 
years.  Monson hoped in the future there would be requests for smaller annual increases. 

 Mr. Nielsen said a 15% contingency was added to the fees.  If the Council was 
approached annually with increases, the 15% contingency could be removed.   

 Councilmember Thompson was concerned about the charges for “new fees.”   “It 
galls me that you are so willing to reach into our taxpayer’s pockets and take the money 
out,” he said. 

 Councilmember Swenson said she could support the proposed fees because 
justification was provided, and more importantly, the fees reflected the cost of service. 

Councilmember Olsen asked if $50 “meter tampering fine” was an appropriate 
amount.  It seemed low to him.  

Attorney Housley said the department could not levy a “fine” since there was a 
criminal process to prosecute meter tampering, but the wording could be changed to 
“meter tampering fee.” 

 Attorney Housley cautioned all fees should be administered with fairness and 
consistency.  The department should not arbitrarily decide who was charged a fee and the 
amount charged.  He suggested a written policy at the department level. 

 Councilmember Pyfer requested that the water fees be reduced by the 15% 
contingency, and the resolution brought back for consideration on June 17. 

 

 SEWER COST OF SERVICE STUDY. 

 Public Works Director Mark Nielsen provided the Council with a preview of the 
sewer cost of service study that had been underway for the past year.  He said 
contributing cities would be approached to obtain input.  The consultant was asked to 
provide multi-year rate service charge adjustments for all classifications.  Mr. Nielsen 
mentioned that removing capital projects would reduce rate adjustments.  The last sewer 
rate increase was 2005.    

 Councilmember Swenson supported completing those capital projects that 
affected Logan’s infrastructure. 



 

 Mr. Nielsen said participating cities (those connected to Logan’s sewer treatment 
system) expected an increase but were not aware of final rates.  He said for 2009 Logan’s 
increase for a residential home would be 80 cents a month ($16.20 to $17.00), the lowest 
rate increase of any classification.  Commercial accounts are charged a fixed rate per 
month, as well as metered consumption.  Fixed monthly rates increase from $16.20 to 
$16.95.  Mr. Nielsen said the consumption rate dropped slightly.  USU consumption rate 
will increase from 56.5 cents to 98 cents ($/1000 gallons).  Rates for contractual cities 
vary. 

 Mr. Nielsen added that Environmental Director Issa Hamud  was working with 
consultants on a master plan that would propose a change in the way treatment fees are 
charged.  This would significantly increase treatment costs to contributing cities.  He 
asked the Council if there was anything that affected rates, i.e. capital projects, they 
would like him to look at differently.  

  

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 

 

 CANAL TUBING.  Councilmember Monson asked if the irrigation canal at the 
mouth of Logan Canyon was closed to tubing because of the “no parking” signs that were 
in place.  Mayor Watts said parking was not allowed because of safety issues.  Attorney 
Housley said whether tubing was allowed was not regulated by the city. 
 
 DOWNTOWN BEAUTIFICATION.  Councilmember Monson asked when the 
blocks from Center Street to 100 North would be included in a downtown beautification 
program.  Jay Nielson said The Coppermill had not been willing to participate in the past, 
but we now had a commitment from them, and the project could start as early as next 
year. 
 Councilmember Thompson was excused at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 CITY HALL FOUNTAIN. Mayor Watts told the Council that the Main Street 
City Hall fountains were not going to be turned on this year.  He said repairs were needed 
and the decision had been made to remove the equipment from the fountain basins and 
plant flowers.  
 
 PARK STRIPS.  Jay Nielson told that Council that one change had been made to 
the parking improvement plan.  It was decided that for a cost of $15,000 the city could 
provide sod for park strips.   “We think it’s a reasonable investment if property owners 
will maintain it.”  He said it was not in the plan presented to the Council but was included 
in the letter provided to property owners.   
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council meeting adjourned at 
8:30 p.m.   
 
Lois Price, City Recorder 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Logan Redevelopment Agency                Logan, Utah            June 3, 2008 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Redevelopment Agency convened in regular 
session on Tuesday, June 3, 2008 at 8:30 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council 
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, and Chairman Tami W. Pyfer conducting. 

 
Redevelopment Agency members present:  Tami W. Pyfer, Laraine Swenson, 

Herm Olsen, Jay Monson, Mayor Randy Watts.  Stephen C. Thompson was excused.  
Also present: City Attorney Kymber Housley, Recorder Lois Price, Finance Director 
Richard Anderson, Accounting Manager Justin Zollinger, Public Works Director Mark 
Nielsen, Street Manager Jed Al-Imari.  
 

ACTION ITEM: 

 

Brad Bearnson: Resolution approving assistance to Brad Bearnson for his 

redevelopment project at 60 West 100 North in the Downtown Redevelopment Area 

– 08-33 RDA. 

 

 ACTION.  Motion by Herm Olsen, seconded by Jay Monson to approve Res. 08-
33 RDA, Bearnson Project at 60 West 100 North, as presented.   Motion carried 4-0, 
Swenson, Olsen, Pyfer, Monson, yes.  Thompson excused. 
 

WORKSHOP ITEM: 

 

Logan River Holdings, LLC:  Consideration of an addendum to the Agreement for 

Development of Land between the RDA and Logan River Holdings, LLC. 

 

 Attorney Housley explained an addendum was proposed to the Logan River 
Holdings LLC Agreement for Development of Land to clarify certain technicalities.  
Wasatch Properties had formed different legal entities (LLCs) and transferred property to 
those entities, a technical violation of the ADL.  The addendum verified that the Agency 
agreed to the transfers.  In addition, the schedule of completion was not in compliance.  
Attorney Housley said staff agreed the “spirit of the agreement had been met” and 
Wasatch was in “substantial compliance.”  Staff recommendation was to approve the 
addendum. 
  
 There being no further business to come before the Logan Redevelopment 
Agency, meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Lois Price, City Recorder 


